Read before the Toledo Dental Society.
The discovery of bacteria and their association with different diseases has opened up a new epoch in the history of the dental and medical professions. The Beside these there may be mentioned the fermentative variety which act upon the food remaining after a meal, forming acids which attack the lime salts of the teeth, producing the so-called dental caries. The saliva being neutral or slightly alkaline in reaction gives nature no remedy to overcome the action of these germs. It therefore becomes the dentist's duty to use and prescribe such washes as will help nature to exterminate these pests, and to teach the patient with regard to proper care of the teeth in order to keep the mouth in as healthy a condition as is possible.
In the foregoing I have not attempted to cover the subject thoroughly, but merely to emphasize a few of the important principles necessary in the treatment of diseases ?of bacterial origin.?Indiana Dental Journal.
